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Skyline High School
The History of the Skyline Bands

Skyline High School 

Skyline opened their doors in the Fall of 2008 to an eager 9th grade 
class.  The student enrollment for Skyline’s first year was approximately 
450 students.  While there were only 28 students that attended 
Interlochen Band Camp that year, there were just over 33 students 
enrolled in the varsity band, our only band at that time 

Skyline did not have a marching band uniform nor a Fight Song or Alma 
Mater the entire first year.  Once the school year started we were finally 
able to order Skyline’s first marching band uniforms, enough for 150 
kids! During Skyline’s second year, there was a contest among students 
and staff for the writing of the words for the Fight Song and Alma 
Mater.  Two people were selected, a Skyline staff member, Jennifer 
Garcia, PE/Health and Athletic Trainer, and Fischer Meono, an 
incoming 9th grade Skyline student and member of the Skyline band, 
class of 2013.  The music for the Fight Song and Alma Mater was 
written by James Ferden.  These two songs were premiered at an all 
school assembly on May 26, 2010.  

The style of the Skyline marching band is core style roll step with 
pregame consisting of three-quarter high step with horn swings. Our 
pregame consists of a high step entrance, forming a block S for Skyline 
and playing our national anthem.  The band performs a halftime show 
every Varsity home game throughout the football season and marches to 
a different show and drill at each game.  

Skyline High School bands are members of Michigan School Band and 
Orchestra Association (MSBOA) and perform at Band and Orchestra 
festival each year at the district level.  The concert bands also perform 
various concerts throughout the school year including Music and  Meal, 
Winter Concert, Ann Arbor’s Bands in Review, and Picnic Pops. 

Directors 
Mr. Jason Smith, 2008-Present



BAND CURRICULUM IN BRIEF 

Varsity Band 
This course provides development of the basic skills in tone production, 
articulation, music reading, scales, and solo and ensemble performance.  The 
band appears in concert programs and festivals throughout the year.  After 
school rehearsals and performances are required.  Students will participate in 
band camp in August at the Interlochen Center for the Arts Camp. May be 
repeated for credit. 

Concert Band 
This course is open to wind and percussion instrumentalists.  This band appears 
in concerts and festivals throughout the year.  After school rehearsals and 
performances are required.  All bands participate in band camp in August at 
Interlochen Center for the Arts Camp.  May be repeated for credit. 

Symphony Band  
This select group of wind and percussion instrumentalists is our finest 
ensemble in wind music performance.  Repertoire consists of outstanding band 
literature encompassing various styles and periods of music.  The band presents 
numerous concerts throughout the year and participates in festivals.  Members 
of this ensemble also participate in Full Orchestra.  The symphony band is also 
the marching band during the fall season, which includes any member 9-12, 
varsity, concert and/or symphony band, and plays at all Varsity home football 
games.  After school rehearsals and performances are required.  All bands 
participate in band camp in August at Interlochen Center for the Arts Camp.  
May be repeated for credit. 

Jazz Band 
Open to qualified saxophone, trumpet, trombone, guitar, keyboard, and 
percussion players.  This course provides opportunities for the performance of 
outstanding jazz literature and the study of jazz styles, jazz history, and 
improvisation.  This band performs in numerous concerts throughout the year.  
After school performances are required.  May be repeated for credit. 

Music Theory and Technology 
This course consists of the thorough study of the fundamentals of music 
(scales, intervals, chords, and four part harmonic writing) through the eye, ear 
and keyboard.  Some study of musical form, music analysis, and music history 
will be included.  Students will be involved in many hands-on composition 
projects, giving them the opportunity to work with music keyboards, computers 
and music writing/composing software.  



Class Expectations - Syllabus 
In order to have the best experience as an ensemble during class 
time, it is important to be mindful of the expectations for Skyline 
bands.  By no means is this a complete list of all expectations, but 
a few of the most important expectations for a successful year: 

• Be in class on time every day 
• Be prepared with instrument, all music, and a pencil 
• Actively participate in class 
• Respect yourself, equipment, and others 
• No electronics allowed during class unless otherwise specified 
• After school and evening rehearsals, concerts and other 

expectations are a part of the class 

In order to be more productive during class time, individual home 
practice is necessary.  As a general rule of thumb, thirty minutes of 
practice, five days a week is sufficient; however, some musical 
repertoire may require more attention.   

If your child is interested in receiving private lessons, please have 
them see me.  The individual attention that your child receives 
specific to their instrument is invaluable with a private instructor.  
Please see me for a list of teachers that are already working with 
many of Skyline’s instrumentalists. 

A class syllabus explaining your child’s specific classroom 
expectations are available on the band website on the Varsity/
Concert/Symphony band page. (www.skylinehsband.weebly.com)

http://www.skylinehsband.weebly.com
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Instrument Guaranty Card 

Repair costs for school instruments continue to rise rapidly.  
Funds available for repairs have not kept pace with the high 
rate of inflation.  Consequently, the effort to keep our inventory 
of thousands of band and orchestra instruments in excellent 
condition has fallen behind.  I am sure that you can appreciate 
the difficulty in repairing an inventory of instruments whose 
value runs into the millions of dollars. 

We ask that you carefully read the instrument guarantee card 
before you sign it.  By signing, students are assuming complete 
responsibility for the instrument loaned to them by the school.  
Families need to be aware that they will be responsible for 
accidental breakage as well as agree to return the instrument in 
its present condition.  Skyline bands urge parents to discuss 
this matter with their child before signing. 

The school district will still assume the responsibility for 
maintaining the condition of the complete inventory as regards 
normal wear and tear.  The band program is confident that 
families understand the policy and will assist in keeping the 
inventory in good condition.  We do appreciate your help.  
Please, never try to repair an instrument yourself.  



Guidelines For Participation In Music 
And Athletics

PURPOSE: 

1. To establish a policy and guidelines so that coaches, directors, students and parents can minimize 
conflicts and determine the priority of any given practice/event scheduled for music or athletics.

2. To define excused and unexcused absences so students can make informed choices and know what 
the consequences of those choices will be.

3. To prevent Students from being penalized for missing practices or events if these guidelines are 
followed.

DEFINITIONS:

1. Curricular Activity: Any class, practice or event upon which a grade is dependent. If a practice or 
event requires absence from other classes, it constitutes an excused absence. Music is a curricular 
activity.

2. Extracurricular Activity: A school sponsored activity for which grades and credit are not received. 
If an event requires absence from other classes it constitutes an excused absence. Athletics are 
extracurricular activities.

GENERAL GUIDELINES:

1. The Music Department Chairpersons and the Athletic Director will meet in the spring to establish a 
Common Calendar with as few conflicts as possible. 

2. If a scheduled event is changed due to an outside agency (League, MSVA, etc.) it will be reported 
to all parties directly affected as soon as possible.

3. Students will understand that both Music and Athletic participation is important and their 
attendance at each practice/event is expected.

4. Coaches will attempt to coordinated their practice/event schedules with the Common Calendar. 
Where there is a conflict, coaches will send a roster of students to the affected director for resolution.

5. Students should go to their directors/coaches and seek solutions regarding individual attendance 
problems as a first step.

6. Careful attendance records should be kept for all events and practices. Students are responsible for 
making sure that their attendance at shared practices is recorded.

SCHEDULE GUIDELINES:

1. Curricular Music events take priority over Athletic events.

2. Scheduled Music practice takes priority over Sports practice. (With permission of both parties, 
practice times may be shared).

3. An Athletic event takes priority over a Music practice unless the student has a major or solo role in 
the upcoming Music event (See Resolution Guidelines). 

4. If an event must be rescheduled on the same date and time as a previously scheduled event, the 
event originally scheduled takes precedence. Exceptions to this policy: 



continued… 

5. Unscheduled or irregularly scheduled practices have a lower priority than previously 
scheduled commitments. However, coaches and directors may require a written excuse from a 
coach/director, or a parent (for a personal commitment).

RESOLUTION GUIDELINES:

A. Students are responsible for notifying Directors/Coaches of any scheduling conflicts as soon 
as they occur. Students must remind Coaches/Directors within three to five days of the 
scheduled absence.

B. Since Music is the curricular subject, it is up to the Music staff to determine how important 
the student's participation is in the particular event or practice when it conflicts with a scheduled 
athletic event/practice.

C. The Music staff member may be requested by student or coach to indicate in writing that the 
student is either excused from the Music event/practice, or needs to be excused from the 
Athletic event/practice.

D. Regularly occurring Music/Athletic practice conflicts should be discussed by Coaches/
Directors and arrangements made at the beginning of the season 

(e.g. fall sports/marching band).

SUMMARY: 

* This document requires that Students and Staff respect their collective commitments to each 
other.

* Flexibility is essential on the part of all concerned.

* Records of attendance to events or practices and partial practices need to be maintained.

* Students and staff will not punish by word or deed students who fulfill their obligations to the 
best of their ability and maintain their readiness to perform when asked.

Participation In Other Extra 
Curricular Activities

Decisions need to be made by students as to which extra curricular activities 
they will participate in. Coaches need to be aware that there needs to be a 
commitment to athletic teams. Coaches can allow a student to participate in 
another extra curricular activity, but consider the impact it will have upon 
their team first. Parents and student athletes are to be told at the team 
meeting the consequences of attending extra curricular activities.



Concert Auditions 

Auditions occur for the concert bands (Varsity, Concert, Symphony) in 
March of every year.  Members who wish to remain in the ensemble they 
were in for the previous year do not need to audition in the Spring.  
However, they will need to communicate with the director their intent to 
continue in the same ensemble the following school year.   

Members who are interested in auditioning for a more advanced ensemble 
(ie: varsity member auditioning for concert band) will be responsible for 
auditioning for me during this time.  An audition does not guarantee a spot 
in the higher ensemble. 

All incoming freshman and new students to Skyline will audition regardless 
of what ensemble they want to be in.  Any student who does not audition 
will be placed in Varsity Band.  Audition music will be available on the 
Skyline Band website for students to download, print, and practice.  
Preparation for auditions take place on students’ own time or in their private 
lessons.  Class time will not be used to prepare for auditions.  Audition 
results come out in the Spring before the close of school. 

Drum Major Auditions 

Sophomores who have been a member of the marching band for two years, 
are eligible to audition for Drum Major of the Skyline High School 
Marching Band.  During the winter, audition requirements along with the 
required drum major essay will be made available. There will be three drum 
major workshops where all auditioning students will work on conducting 
technique, marching fundamentals and commands.  These workshops will be 
lead by the director of bands and current drum majors.  Auditions take place 
before mid winter break and consist of completing an essay on the topic 
given, giving voice commands to a squad of marchers, marching and 
following commands of other drum majors and an interview.   

Auditions are judged by the director, co-director, the previous year’s drum 
majors, along with other music directors from outside of Skyline High 
School.  Audition results are given the day of auditions.  It is expected that 
the drum majors attend a leadership and drum major camp at Ball State 
University in Indiana at the beginning of the summer (usually a week or two 
after school gets out).  The band boosters give a scholarship to help with the 
cost of this camp.  Once selected, the Junior Drum Major will continue as 
drum major their senior year.   



Marching/Concert Band Uniforms 

The band will provide the following in regards to the 
uniform: 

Marching Band 
Jacket 
Bibbers (pants) 
Hat 
Plume 
Guantlets 
Student is responsible for purchasing white gloves, black shoes, 
and wearing tall black socks. 

Concert Bands (Varsity, Concert, Symphony) 
Tux coat 
Tux pants 
Bow tie 
Cummberbun 
White tux shirt 
Black Dress 
Students are responsible for having black dress shoes and tall 
black socks.



Band Awards 
Students have the opportunity to be awarded two significant 
honors which have been a part of bands all around the country 
since 1954.  These two awards are the John Philip Sousa Award 
and the Quincy Jones Musicianship Award.  Below is a 
description of each award: 

John Philip Sousa Award - The John Philip Sousa Award was 
introduced in 1954 with the endorsement of Helen Sousa Abert 
and Priscilla Sousa, the daughters of the famous bandmaster and 
composer.  It was created to recognize superior musicianship and 
outstanding dedication.  The  award has become the highest 
honor for high school band students.  Many directors relate that 
they received this award when they were students, and that is 
sparked their interest in becoming a band director.   

Quincy Jones Musicianship Award - In his long musical career 
Quincy Jones has done it all as a composer, arranger, performer, 
producer, and teacher.  Every music program has students who 
share this boundless energy and musical versatility.  With his 
approval we initiate this award to encourage students in their 
pursuit of music. 

Each year two Skyline band students, who exemplify these 
characteristics, receive the awards.  These awards are national 
awards received by students in band programs throughout the 
United States.  These students will not only receive a plaque to 
keep, but their name will also be put on a plaque that is displayed 
in the band room. 



Skyline Music Lettering 

Students can earn points toward their Skyline Music Letter by participating 
in the following items: 

Auditioning for All-State               25  

Participating in All-State Ensembles    100 

Community/Extracurricular ensembles     150 
 4th of July Parade, MYE, MYAF 

Skyline after school ensembles     300 
 Drumline 

Full Orchestra  
 Symphony Band members     100 
 Concert Band members     50 
  

Chamber Ensembles      75 

District solo and ensemble festival     75  

State solo and ensemble festival     150  

Passing MSBOA Proficiency Exam     75 

Summer Camp        50 
 Band Camp-Interlochen 
 Blue Lake/Interlochen    

AAPS Scholarship Audition     50 

Performances @ Athletic Games    25 per 
performance Drumline at Basketball games   

Fundraising Performance/Volunteering    75 
 Hosting festival, Ushering BIR, Brick Bash 

Attendance at extra concerts      10 
 Per each concert program/ticket turned in 

Non-school performances     20 per 
performance 
  
Member of the Blue Lake International Program   150



Participation in the Musical     200 
Pit Orchestra or Cast 

Additional Skyline Performances     100 
Soar into Skyline, Capsule Night, Curriculum Night,  
Assemblies   

Mentoring Activities with adult signature   10 per session 
 You being a mentor to another student/adult (related to music) 

Section Leaders/Band Board     50 
 Section leader for the marching band and members of the band board 

     Total Points:___________________ 

    Points from Last Year:_____________ 

Place a check next to the items you need: 

___Band Letter (AA) 

___Graduation Numbers (last 2 digits)_________(eg.: 19 for 2019) 

___ Band Chevron (first year you earn a chevron, you get this) 

___Regular Chevron (2nd/3rd/4th year you get a chevron) 

*Students must earn a total of 600 points for the year to letter 

*If you do not earn 600 points, you may keep adding to your points for next year 
(ie: earn 250 your first year, and 350 your second year then receive your letter).  
Please turn in your sheet regardless of points every year.  You may not turn in 
previous year sheets. 

*If you earn more than 600, the extra points CANNOT be rolled over to the 
following year 

1st year (600 points) Music Letter, Graduation Numbers, Band Chevron 
2nd year    2nd Chevron 
3rd year    3rd Chevron 
4th year    4th Chevron 

Forms due to Mr. Smith by May 1, 2019 

2018-2019 



Skyline Friends of the Arts (SFA) 

Skyline Friends of the Arts (SFA) is the parent booster organization 
whose purpose is to provide financial and volunteer support to the 
directors, students and families involved in the Skyline performing arts 
programs. SFA is a conduit for funding and supporting the many 
performances that supplement the classroom activities of the band, choir, 
orchestra and theater departments here at Skyline. We provide funding to 
help with equipment, travel expenses, guest clinicians to work with our 
students, and scholarships for field trips, special events, and camps to 
our students with financial need. 

Skyline Friends of the Arts (SFA) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation. 
Donations to SFA are tax-deductible. For goods or services purchased, 
the deductible portion is only that amount that exceeds the fair market 
value of the goods or services received. Individuals should consult with 
their tax advisers to determine the tax deductible status of their 
donations. Receipts are available upon request.  

SFA meetings are held on the second Monday of each month at 7:00pm 
in the conference room next to the media center, B329.  

Skyline Band Boosters (SBB) 

Skyline Band Boosters (SBB) is a parent collective that 
coordinates financial and physical support to the director, students, 
and families of the Skyline Band Program. Our purpose is to 
promote and enhance the quality of the total band experience for 
all. Family participation through the donation of your time and 
financial support (donations and program fees) is necessary to 
provide our students with the quality program we are striving to 
maintain and enhance. SBB works in concert with SFA in 
promoting the fine arts at Skyline and in supporting the many 
needs of our band students.  



Financial Information for Skyline Band 
Families 

Welcome to Skyline Band. While your tax dollars and additional public funding pay for the director’s 
salary purchase of uniforms and a budgeted amount for music and equipment, additional funding is 
needed to facilitate the many opportunities that supplement the classroom activities of our program. Your 
participation through annual fees, volunteer activities and fundraising is necessary to provide our students 
with a quality program.

Band Camp: Held annually in August at Interlochen Center for the Arts Camp.  Fee includes 
transportation, lodging, meals, and band camp t-shirt. Financial assistance may be available for students 
demonstrating need.
Band Camp Fee…………………………...……………….…………………………………..…$410.00

Marching Band Uniform Fees (August) are collected annually to maintain, repair and dry clean 
marching uniforms. Replacement costs for lost or heavily damaged (above normal wear and tear) 
uniform pieces will be billed to the student…………….…………….……………………………….…..
$25.00

The following uniform components are purchased by the student and remain the property of that student. 
Men may use marching shoes for concert season. New items may be purchased at cost by students if lost, 
damaged or outgrown. 
Marching Shoes………………….…………………………….………..……...……………..…….$40.00
Gloves …………………………….………..…………………………………………..…………….$3.00
Flip Folder ……………..…..……………………………………………………………………….$6.00

Solo & Ensemble Festival (January): Optional opportunity to help students enhance their musical 
abilities. Students receive individual adjudication on a prepared piece of music. Fees are dependent upon 
the size of ensemble. Percussion, piano and State Proficiency exams cost a bit more. 
District Solo & Ensemble Festival (January)……………………..…………………..… $10.00-$20.00
State Solo & Ensemble Festival (March)……………………………………………….…$15.00-$25.00

Music and a Meal (October) is an annual fundraising celebration of the performing arts at Skyline. 
Families purchase tickets to enjoy a meal preceding a concert featuring Skyline bands, choirs and 
orchestras. 
Tickets per person………………………………………………....$6.00 in advance; $8.50 at the door

Concert Uniform Cleaning Fee (August) Tuxedos (jacket, pants, shirt, bowtie, cumber bun) and long 
dresses are provided for students. Fees are used to dry clean, maintain and repair uniforms. Replacement 
costs for heavily damaged or lost uniform components will be billed to the student. ……………$25.00

Bands In Review (March) is the annual concert in March showcasing all the AAPS high school and 
middle school bands. Band students are expected to sell tickets to support our music programs. 
Tickets (one $10 family ticket; two $5 individual tickets)…………………………….…………$20.00

Picnic Pops (May) is our annual spring social and community concert held on the front lawn of Pioneer 
High School. Families are expected to volunteer and make a small contribution of pop and cake, etc.)
Family contribution (two 2 liters of pop, cake/dessert) ………………………………….approx. $5.00



Financial Information for Skyline Band Families Continued…

Social Activities:
While many of the band programs students participate in outside of the classroom 
have a social component to them for not only the students but their families as well 
(Picnic Pops, Music and a Meal, Band Camp) there are several additional activities 
that our students may choose to participate in.

Marching Band Banquet (October) Potluck dinner held at the end of marching 
season………………………………………………………………….…Dish to 
Pass
Spirit Apparel (optional)………………………………..…………..$10.00-$40.00
Band Picnic (June)…………………………………………………..…..Dish to 
pass
VPAA Awards Reception (June)………………………………..………………
Free

Fundraising Opportunities 

Given the budgetary constraints in the school district, we are reliant 
on fundraising and charitable donations in order to provide our 
students with the many items that our program needs. A "wish list" of 
items desired and/or needed for the Skyline Bands is determined 
each year to provide a goal for our fundraisers. We are always 
searching and open to new fundraising ideas, so please let us know if 
there's something you'd like to try. Our current fundraising activities 
include the following: 

Fall/Registration Donation Drive 
Memory Page/Ornament Pictures 
Christmas Tree Pickup 
Brick Bash 
Scrip Sales 
Spirit Wear 
MBSOA State Festival Concessions 
PTO Thrift Shop



VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

Volunteers are an important part of the Skyline Bands and are essential for all 
aspects of the program to run smoothly. Your help benefits not only the program 
as a whole but each student that participates in marching and concert bands. 

Skyline Band Boosters (SBB) provides a large variety of volunteer opportunities 
for parents to select from. Some tasks can be done during the summer or from 
home for those that require a short term/one-time commitment, and others are 
more intense or are yearlong. Because most of these tasks have been done 
before, guidelines (written or verbal) exist to help you. A list of these tasks, 
along with a description of the job and its timeframe, is available below. A 
signup sheet will be emailed out during the summer and be available at band 
registration in August. For additional information or if you have questions, 
please contact us at skylinebandboosters1@gmail.com. 

Band Boosters Board Positions (elected in May to serve one year term) 

Chair - presides over membership meetings 
Treasurer - responsible for collecting and tracking band member’s payments, 
maintaining our budget, and working closely with our SFA Member-at-Large 
and the Director of Bands. 
Member-at-Large – serves as the band representative at SFA meetings. Acts as a 
representative of all band families and is the conduit to deposit payments into 
SFA accounts and request payments/ reimbursements.  Attends SFA meetings 
and provides input into decisions that impact the Skyline Band Program. 
Recording Secretary - takes minutes at the booster meetings and provides them 
to the communications secretary for disbursement and posting on website 
Communications Secretary - responsible for maintaining the Gmail account, 
correspondence with families, and updating website. 

Band Camp Registrar (April-Aug) - Collect and track band camp checks/
registrations, attend band registration in August, communicate/coordinate with 
Director of Bands. 
Band Picnic (June) - Organize end-of-year event, find/reserve venue, and 
coordinate food, setup, clean-up. 
Brick Bash (event in February/March, planning begins in January) - Brick Bash 
is our biggest fundraiser for the year and requires many hands to make it 
successful. Planning committee jobs include publicity, concessions, volunteers, 
box office, exhibitor hospitality, and vendor/exhibitor coordination. Many event 
day volunteers are also needed. 
Fundraising (Yearlong) - Brainstorm fundraising ideas, present them at booster 
meetings, organize and carry out fundraising activities with volunteer assistance 
Glove & Sock Sale (before home football games) - Sell socks and gloves to 
band students who forgot theirs, coordinate money box and inventory with 
Director of Bands, be available before games while students are getting into 
uniforms. 

mailto:skylinebandboosters1@gmail.com
mailto:skylinebandboosters1@gmail.com


Volunteer Opportunities continued… 

Marching Band Banquet (Nov) - Organize and plan event at the end of 
the marching band season, coordinate volunteers and food - held in the 
Commons. 
Music & a Meal (Event in Oct, Planning begins in September) - Willing 
to serve on the committee to plan this event with the SFA and other 
divisions. This event has been a long standing tradition celebrating the 
Arts at Skyline. 
Newsletter (Yearlong) - A person or two willing to produce a band 
newsletter a few times a year. Responsible for collecting band news/
stories/info/articles/pictures, etc. and putting them in an electronic and/or 
paper format for our band families. 
Picnic Pops (Event in May, Planning begins in April) - A person or two to 
be the Skyline Band representative on the planning committee for this 
district-wide event that is held at Pioneer High School. Skyline Band is 
responsible for one of the food tents and for providing volunteers to work 
shifts throughout the day. Volunteer opportunities for the day will be 
available on a sign up closer to the event. 
Scrip Sales (Yearlong) - Coordinate the Great Lakes Scrip program - 
provide order sheets and collect payments from families, request payment 
to GLSC, distribute cards, and maintain inventory to sell at events. 
Spirit Wear (Yearlong) - Coordinate and organize band spirit wear sales 
and inventory, collect orders and payments, work with band student 
council to provide desired items. 
State Band and Orchestra Festival (Event in April/May, Planning 
begins in March) - Responsible for determining/ordering/purchasing food, 
soliciting/overseeing volunteers, and manning concessions and the judges’ 
hospitality room for the duration of this event which is tentatively 
scheduled for the last weekend in April or the first weekend in May. The 
event runs Friday and Saturday. 
Tailgates (Sep-Oct) - Coordinators determine/order/provide meals for 
each home football game. Game day volunteers donate water, desserts, 
and fresh fruit and assist with set up. 
Uniforms (Yearlong) - A coordinator, helpers, and those able to mend 
uniforms are needed. The coordinator is responsible for organizing tasks 
related to the purchase, assignment, care, and cleaning of the various 
student uniforms to the extent possible. 
VPAA Awards Reception (end of year) - A celebration for all band, 
orchestra, theatre, and choir students and their families. Volunteers may be 
asked to help with setup/clean up and providing food items. 
Contact Me Anytime - Not sure when you can help or what you'd like to 
do? Sign up and we will contact you when there's a need.  



Outside Musical Opportunities 

There are many musical opportunities for students to take 
advantage of throughout the year at Skyline as well as other 
district & state-wide events.  The Skyline Bands are affiliated 
with the Michigan School Band & Orchestra Association and 
many of these events take place through this organization. Other 
opportunities are available through local colleges and 
universities.  Some of these opportunities are listed below: 

Skyline Musical - Auditions / sign-up occur within the first few 
weeks of school.  Information regarding positions within the pit 
orchestra will be available through both the orchestra and band 
director.  Sign-up usually occurs outside the music rooms.  The 
musical is performed in November. 

MSBOA All State Band and Orchestra Auditions - Music and 
information will be handed out at the beginning of the school 
year regarding this honor band/orchestra.  This is a state-wide 
honor ensemble.  Auditions take place at the end of October. 

MSBOA District Solo and Ensemble Festival - In late Fall, 
students will have an opportunity to sign up either as a solo or an 
ensemble to perform in front of a judge and receive comments 
on their performance.  Sign up occurs through the band director 
and event occur outside of Skyline.  Preparation time occurs 
mostly outside of school and students will be responsible to 
meet within their ensemble to adequately prepare for the event.  
District Solo and Ensemble takes place in January.   

MSBOA State Solo and Ensemble Festival - Students who 
participate in MSBOA District Solo and Ensemble and receive a 
first division rating will have the opportunity to take their event 
to State Solo and Ensemble.  This event takes place in March. 



Outside Musical Opportunities continued… 

Michigan Youth Arts Festival - Members are chosen by their 
proficiency score received at the MSBOA State Solo and 
Ensemble Festival.  Students must be in grades 10-12 and 
perform proficiency 2 or 3 and will be selected based on desired 
instrumentation.  Concert occurs in May.  More information can 
be found at www.michiganyoutharts.org 

Michigan Youth Ensemble - The Michigan Youth Ensembles 
(MYE) program brings together select high school students from 
local music programs for weekly rehearsals at the University of 
Michigan School of Music, Theatre and Dance.  All students 
going into 9-12th grade are eligible to apply.  Auditions occur in 
April and rehearsals will begin on Sunday’s in the Fall.  Concerts 
take place in November and March.  For more information, 
please visit http://www.music.umich.edu/special_programs/
youth/mye/MYEgeneralguidelines.htm 

Conflicts with Band Calendar Events 
• Any conflicts with events listed on the calendar should be 

listed on last page of handbook and turned in to Mr. Smith.  
The following is how each conflict will be resolved: 
1. If written conflict is received by the first week of each 

trimester, the student may make up event for up to full 
credit (written on last page of handbook or written down 
and turned in to Mr. Smith). 

2. If conflict is received after the first week of each 
trimester, the student may make up event for up to 70% 
credit.   

3. Each conflict with each student will be dealt with on a 
case by case basis.

http://www.michiganyoutharts.org
http://www.music.umich.edu/special_programs/youth/mye/MYEgeneralguidelines.htm
http://www.music.umich.edu/special_programs/youth/mye/MYEgeneralguidelines.htm
http://www.michiganyoutharts.org
http://www.music.umich.edu/special_programs/youth/mye/MYEgeneralguidelines.htm
http://www.music.umich.edu/special_programs/youth/mye/MYEgeneralguidelines.htm


Band Trips 
The Skyline bands will be regularly taking tours both in and out of the 
United States with both the concert and marching bands.  Skyline 
bands will be traveling every two years, one year being a Concert/
Symphony Band trip, and two years later, a marching band trip.  Trips 
will be offered to those that are regularly enrolled in the course and in 
good standing.  It is our goal to continue to raise funds to help defer 
students’ cost for the trip, and there will be financial assistance 
available to those families that need it.  The amount of financial aid 
awarded will be based on the budget for that year. 

Interlochen - Band Camp 
Every August the bands travel north to band camp on the campus of 
Interlochen Center for the Arts Camp, Interlochen, MI.  While there, 
they work on both concert and marching fundamentals, learn 
pregame, and prepare a concert for families to enjoy on the last full 
day of camp.  College music majors, many of which are Skyline 
Alumni, are hired to be the music and marching instructors as well as 
the camp counselors.  This is such an important week for all band 
students to bond as a family and grow as an ensemble.  It is also a 
great way to build a foundation for the school year and build our 
musical and marching “chops.” 

Every year students come back reporting “it was the most memorable 
week of the year.” Both marchers and non-marchers alike attend band 
camp.  We leave for camp on a Tuesday and return on a Monday, with 
band registration occurring on the Monday before we leave.  It is an 
experience that all Skyline band members need to be a part of! 



Skyline’s Fight Song
Words by Jennifer Garcia & Fischer Meono 

Music by James Ferden 

We are the Eagles, 
We were born to fly. 
We know no limits 
SKYLINE HIGH! 

It’s our honor and pride 
As we stand side by side 

That keeps us strong 
Fighting all day long  

And you will hear our Eagles cry: 

“Go, Skyline, Go! 
Fight, Eagles, Fight!”
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Hail to Thee, O Skyline     

Words by Jennifer Garcia & Fischer Meono 
Music by James Ferden 

Verse 
Beyond the quiet river, just past the city, 
Growing together you will find a unity,  

A bond of brothers and sisters that cannot be 
denied 

And an honor to our school we shall abide. 

Chorus 
Hail to Thee, O Skyline, 
And the White and Blue. 

We hold our mem’ries dearly 
And to Thee we remain true. 

Verse 
We have agile minds and big hearts 

While with You we grew,  
And within Your walls our spirits became 

Eagles and we flew. 

Chorus 

© 2009 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Skyline Band Calendar 2018-2019 

August 
6  Pre-camp - Section leaders only, 10am-12pm 
7  Pre-camp - Section leaders and freshman, 5:30-8pm 
23  Varsity Football Game-Drumline (optional) 3:30pm (@ Big   
  House) 
30  Varsity Football Game-(Okemos)—Drumline (optional) 7:00pm 

September 
4  First day of school 
5  Marching Band Practice, 6-9:00pm 
12  Marching Band Practice, 6-9:00pm 
14  Varsity Football Game (Monroe), 7:00pm 
17  Pit Orchestra Auditions, 3-4:00pm 
17  Band Parent/student meeting 6:30-7:30pm - Band Room 
19  Marching Band Practice, 6-9:00pm 
26  No Marching Band Practice 

October 
3  Marching Band Practice, 6-9:00pm 
5  Homecoming Parade 5:30pm 
5  Homecoming Varsity Football Game - Bedford, 7pm 
10  Marching Band Practice, 6-9:00pm 
15  SFA Meal Fundraiser Event - Skyline Commons 
19  Marching Band Banquet, Commons - 6:00pm 
27  All State Band & Orchestra Auditions - Saline HS 
28  All State Band & Orchestra Auditions - Saline HS 

November 
3  Skyline Musical, Skyline Auditorium, 7:30pm 
4  Skyline Musical, Skyline Auditorium, 2:30pm 
9  Skyline Musical, Skyline Auditorium, 7:30pm 
10  Skyline Musical, Skyline Auditorium, 7:30pm 
11  Skyline Musical, Skyline Auditorium, 2:30pm 
30  VPAA Collage Concert, Skyline Auditorium, 7:00pm 

December 
17  Band Winter Concert, 7pm - Auditorium (Varsity, Concert &   
  Symphony bands) 
24-31  Winter Break - No School 

Google calendar available online at <http://skylinehsband.weebly.com/

http://skylinehsband.weebly.com/calendar.html
http://skylinehsband.weebly.com/calendar.html


January 
1-6  Winter Break - No School 
22  Drum Major Workshop, 2:45-3:45pm – Band Room 
25-27  Michigan Music Conference - Grand Rapids, MI 
29  Drum Major Workshop, 2:45-3:45pm – Band Room 

February 
2  MSBOA Solo and Ensemble Festival - Location TBD 
5  Drum Major Workshop, 2:45-3:45pm – Band Room 
8  Drum Major Auditions, Band Room – 3:15-5:00pm 
11  Band Pre Festival Rehearsal with Clinician - Times and Bands  
  TBD  
12  Band Pre Festival Rehearsal with Clinician - Times and Bands  
  TBD (not symphony band) 
12  Orchestra Night - Symphony Band Full Orchestra members -   
  7:00pm 

March 
2  MSBOA Band Festival (Varsity, Concert & Symphony band) 
5  Incoming Freshman Parent/Student Meeting - Band Room -   
  6:30pm 
16  MSBOA State Solo and Ensemble @ Chelsea HS 
16  Bands in Review, 6:30pm – Pioneer - (Varsity, Concert &   
  Symphony Band) 
18-22  2019-2020 Band Auditions 
25-29  Spring Break - No School 

April 
4  WMU Spring Conference, Kalamazoo, MI - Symphony Band   
  performance 
25  Host MSBOA State Band & Orchestra Festival, 3-10pm 
26  Host MSBOA State Band & Orchestra Festival, 3-10pm 

May 
1  Soar into Skyline - Drumline Performs 
9-11  Michigan Youth Arts Festival-WMU 
18  Picnic Pops, 10-5pm - Pioneer (Varsity, Concert & Symphony   
  bands) 

June 
3  VPAA Awards Reception, Auditorium - 7:00pm - Mandatory/  
  graded event 
10  Skyline Graduation, EMU Convocation Center - Full Orchestra  
  members perform 
14  Last Day of School



Parent/Student Signature 
I have read and understand the contents in the Skyline Band 
Handbook and understand what is expected as a member of 
this ensemble.  I have notified the director of any questions, 
concerns or conflicts with the information presented in this 
handbook in a timely manner. 

________________________________ 
Student Name (please print) 

_____________________  _____________ 
Parent Signature    Date 

_____________________  _______________ 
Student Signature    Date 

Please list any conflicts you have with any events listed on 
the band calendar below:




